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the father of the microcredit move-
ment, as we know it today. Microcredit 
means small loans at competitive in-
terest rates to very poor people. The 
loaned money can be used to buy basic 
tools and equipment or supplies that 
can be used to make an income or live-
lihood or generate revenue. 

It was 1976 when Dr. Yunus began his 
innovative effort with loans of just $27 
from his own pocket to 42 craftspeople 
in a small village in his native Ban-
gladesh. From that small start, he 
launched what has become a global 
movement to create economic and so-
cial development from the ground up. 

In 1983, Dr. Yunus founded the 
Grameen Bank to carry out his model 
on a much larger scale. With thousands 
of very small loans, the bank has given 
millions of people living in extreme 
poverty a chance to start a small busi-
ness or buy a few things to sell at the 
local market. Today, the Grameen 
Bank operates in more than 84,000 vil-
lages around the world. It has provided 
more than $8 billion in low-interest 
loans to nearly 8 million people. And 
its borrowers, who are among the poor-
est of the poor and are not required to 
provide any collateral, repay their 
loans at the remarkable rate of 98 per-
cent. 

Over the past 30 years, Dr. Yunus’s 
microcredit concept has been emulated 
in more than 100 countries over 5 con-
tinents affecting the lives of as many 
as 155 million people. This simple eco-
nomics professor from Bangladesh 
came up with an idea that has touched 
positively the lives of over 155 million 
people on Earth. 

Dr. Yunus’s work has been particu-
larly dramatic when it comes to its im-
pact on women, who represent 95 per-
cent of his bank’s borrowers. Eco-
nomic, legal, and social inequities in 
the developing world make it much 
harder for women to earn an adequate 
living and support their families. 
Women make up 60 percent of the 
world’s working poor, 70 percent of the 
hungry, and 67 percent of the illiterate. 

When I visited Uganda many years 
ago and visited a microcredit oper-
ation, I asked the ladies who were 
there, through an interpreter, how 
microcredit had changed their lives. 
One lady said: My knees have gone 
soft. I asked for a translation—an ex-
planation—and she explained that be-
fore she got the microcredit loan that 
gave her a chance to go to the market 
to make a little money to feed her fam-
ily, she used to have to crawl on her 
knees to beg her husband for money to 
feed her children. She said she doesn’t 
have to crawl on her knees anymore. 
Her knees have gone soft. 

By focusing its lending on women, 
Dr. Yunus and the Grameen Bank em-
power women both within their fami-
lies and within their communities. The 
effect is remarkable: Babies are more 
likely to survive infancy and thrive; 
their children—especially daughters— 
are more likely to attend school; fami-
lies are more likely to eat; and mar-

riages postponed when an educated girl 
has a chance to look at life from a new 
perspective. 

In 2006, Dr. Yunus was awarded the 
Nobel Peace Prize for his ground- 
breaking work. This award recognized 
that lasting peace and prosperity can 
be achieved only when large numbers 
of the world’s poor have the means to 
break out of poverty. In August, Presi-
dent Obama recognized him with the 
Presidential Medal of Freedom. 

Earlier this year, Senator BENNETT of 
Utah and I offered the Dr. Muhammad 
Yunus Gold Medal Act, S. 846, to honor 
his efforts. I thank Senator BENNETT 
for his leadership on this bill and our 70 
colleagues who have cosponsored it. 

Saturday, October 17, is Inter-
national Day for the Eradication of 
Poverty. Few people have done as 
much as Dr. Muhammad Yunus to 
eradicate poverty among the more 
than 1 billion people worldwide who 
survive on about a dollar a day. We 
honor his commitment and recognize 
his work and his remarkable achieve-
ments as an individual. 

Mr. President, I ask unanimous con-
sent that the bill be read a third time 
and passed; the motion to reconsider be 
laid upon the table, with no inter-
vening action or debate; and any state-
ments related to the bill be printed in 
the RECORD. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

The bill (S. 846) was ordered to be en-
grossed for a third reading, was read 
the third time, and passed, as follows: 

S. 846 
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-

resentatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, 
SECTION 1. FINDINGS. 

The Congress finds that— 
(1) Dr. Muhammad Yunus is recognized in 

the United States and throughout the world 
as a leading figure in the fight against pov-
erty and the effort to promote economic and 
social change; 

(2) Muhammad Yunus is the recognized de-
veloper of the concept of microcredit, and 
Grameen Bank, which he founded, has cre-
ated a model of lending that has been emu-
lated across the globe; 

(3) Muhammad Yunus launched this global 
movement to create economic and social de-
velopment from below, beginning in 1976, 
with a loan of $27 from his own pocket to 42 
crafts persons in a small village in Ban-
gladesh; 

(4) Muhammad Yunus has demonstrated 
the life-changing potential of extending very 
small loans (at competitive interest rates) to 
the very poor and the economic feasibility of 
microcredit and other microfinance and mi-
croenterprise practices and services; 

(5) Dr. Yunus’s work has had a particularly 
strong impact on improving the economic 
prospects of women, and on their families, as 
over 95 percent of microcredit borrowers are 
women; 

(6) Dr. Yunus has pioneered a movement 
with the potential to assist a significant 
number of the more than 1,400,000,000 people, 
mostly women and children, who live on less 
than $1.25 a day, and the 2,600,000,000 people 
who live on less than $2 a day, and which has 
already reached 155,000,000, by one estimate; 

(7) there are now an estimated 24,000,000 
microenterprises in the United States ac-

counting for approximately 18 percent of pri-
vate (nonfarm) employment and 87 percent of 
all business in the United States, and the 
Small Business Administration has made 
over $318,000,000 in microloans to entre-
preneurs since 1992; 

(8) Dr. Yunus, along with the Grameen 
Bank, was awarded the Nobel Peace Prize in 
2006 for his efforts to promote economic and 
social opportunity and out of recognition 
that lasting peace cannot be achieved unless 
large population groups find the means, such 
as microcredit, to break out of poverty; and 

(9) the microcredit ideas developed and put 
into practice by Muhammad Yunus, along 
with other bold initiatives, can make a his-
torical breakthrough in the fight against 
poverty. 
SEC. 2. CONGRESSIONAL GOLD MEDAL. 

(a) PRESENTATION AUTHORIZED.—The 
Speaker of the House of Representatives and 
the President pro tempore of the Senate 
shall make appropriate arrangements for the 
presentation, on behalf of the Congress, of a 
gold medal of appropriate design to Dr. Mu-
hammad Yunus, in recognition of his many 
enduring contributions to the fight against 
global poverty. 

(b) DESIGN AND STRIKING.—For purposes of 
the presentation referred to in subsection 
(a), the Secretary of the Treasury (hereafter 
in this Act referred to as the ‘‘Secretary’’) 
shall strike a gold medal with suitable em-
blems, devices, and inscriptions, to be deter-
mined by the Secretary. 
SEC. 3. DUPLICATE MEDALS. 

The Secretary may strike and sell dupli-
cates in bronze of the gold medal struck pur-
suant to section 2, under such regulations as 
the Secretary may prescribe, at a price suffi-
cient to cover the cost thereof, including 
labor, materials, dies, use of machinery, and 
overhead expenses, and the cost of the gold 
medal. 
SEC. 4. STATUS OF MEDALS. 

(a) NATIONAL MEDALS.—The medals struck 
pursuant to this Act are national medals for 
purposes of chapter 51 of title 31, United 
States Code. 

(b) NUMISMATIC ITEMS.—For purposes of 
sections 5134 and 5136 of title 31, United 
States Code, all medals struck under this 
Act shall be considered to be numismatic 
items. 
SEC. 5. AUTHORITY TO USE FUND AMOUNTS; 

PROCEEDS OF SALE. 
(a) AUTHORITY TO USE FUND AMOUNTS.— 

There are authorized to be charged against 
the United States Mint Public Enterprise 
Fund, such amounts as may be necessary to 
pay for the costs of the medals struck pursu-
ant to this Act. 

(b) PROCEEDS OF SALE.—Amounts received 
from the sale of duplicate bronze medals au-
thorized under section 3 shall be deposited 
into the United States Mint Public Enter-
prise Fund. 

f 

NATIONAL METASTATIC BREAST 
CANCER AWARENESS DAY 

Mr. DURBIN. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the Judiciary 
Committee be discharged from further 
consideration of S. Res. 295 and the 
Senate proceed to its immediate con-
sideration. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

The clerk will report the resolution 
by title. 

The bill clerk read as follows: 
A resolution (S. Res. 295) designating Octo-

ber 13, 2009, as ‘‘National Metastatic Breast 
Cancer Awareness Day.’’ 
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There being no objection, the Senate 

proceeded to consider the resolution. 
Mr. DURBIN. I ask unanimous con-

sent the resolution be agreed to, the 
preamble be agreed to, the motions to 
reconsider be laid upon the table with 
no intervening action or debate, and 
any statements related to the resolu-
tion be printed in the RECORD. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

The resolution (S. Res. 295) was 
agreed to. 

The preamble was agreed to. 
The resolution, with its preamble, 

reads as follows: 
S. RES. 295 

Whereas metastatic breast cancer refers to 
stage IV breast cancer, when cancer cells 
travel from the breast, either through the 
bloodstream or the lymphatic system, to 
other parts of the body, including the bones, 
liver, lungs, or brain, and continue to grow 
in the new location; 

Whereas in 2009, an estimated 192,370 
women and 1,910 men in the United States 
will be diagnosed with invasive breast can-
cer, and 62,280 women will be diagnosed with 
in situ breast cancer; 

Whereas nearly 30 percent of women diag-
nosed with early stage breast cancer will de-
velop stage IV advanced or metastatic breast 
cancer; 

Whereas in developing countries, the ma-
jority of women with breast cancer are diag-
nosed with advanced stage or metastatic dis-
ease; 

Whereas the statistic that 155,000 women 
and men are presently living with metastatic 
breast cancer in the United States under-
scores the immediate need for increased pub-
lic awareness; 

Whereas there currently is no cure for 
metastatic breast cancer, and metastatic 
breast cancer frequently involves trying one 
treatment after another with the goal of ex-
tending the best quality of life as possible; 

Whereas scientists and researchers are con-
ducting important research projects to 
achieve breakthroughs in metastatic breast 
cancer research; 

Whereas metastatic breast cancer is rarely 
discussed during National Breast Cancer 
Awareness Month, observed in October 2009, 
but those living with the disease should 
never feel isolated or ignored; 

Whereas metastatic Breast Cancer Aware-
ness Day emphasizes the urgent need for 
new, targeted breast cancer treatments that 
will provide a high quality of life and long 
life expectancy for patients by making stage 
IV cancer a chronic, but not fatal, disease; 
and 

Whereas the Senate is an institution that 
can raise awareness in the general public and 
the medical community of breast cancer: 
Now, therefore, be it 

Resolved, That the Senate— 
(1) designates October 13, 2009, as ‘‘Na-

tional Metastatic Breast Cancer Awareness 
Day’’; 

(2) encourages all people of the United 
States to become more informed and aware 
of metastatic breast cancer; and 

(3) respectfully requests the Secretary of 
the Senate to transmit a copy of this resolu-
tion to the Metastatic Breast Cancer Net-
work. 

f 

RED RIBBON WEEK, 2009 
Mr. DURBIN. I ask unanimous con-

sent that the Senate now proceed to 
the consideration of S. Res. 313, sub-
mitted earlier today. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will report the resolution by 
title. 

The bill clerk read as follows: 
A resolution (S. Res. 313) supporting the 

goals and ideals of Red Ribbon Week, 2009. 

There being no objection, the Senate 
proceeded to consider the resolution. 

Mr. DURBIN. I ask unanimous con-
sent that the resolution be agreed to, 
the preamble be agreed to, and the mo-
tions to reconsider be laid upon the 
table. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

The resolution (S. Res. 313) was 
agreed to. 

The preamble was agreed to. 
The resolution, with its preamble, 

reads as follows: 
S. RES. 313 

Whereas the Red Ribbon Campaign was es-
tablished to commemorate the service of 
Enrique ‘‘Kiki’’ Camarena, an 11-year special 
agent of the Drug Enforcement Administra-
tion who was murdered in the line of duty in 
1985 while engaged in the battle against il-
licit drugs; 

Whereas the Red Ribbon Campaign has 
been sponsored by the National Family Part-
nership and nationally recognized since 1988 
to preserve Special Agent Camarena’s mem-
ory and further the cause for which he gave 
his life, and is now the oldest and largest 
drug prevention program in the Nation, 
reaching millions of young people each year 
during Red Ribbon Week; 

Whereas the Drug Enforcement Adminis-
tration, committed throughout its 36 years 
to aggressively targeting organizations in-
volved in the growing, manufacturing, and 
distribution of controlled substances, has 
been a steadfast partner in commemorating 
Red Ribbon Week; 

Whereas the Governors and Attorneys Gen-
eral of the States, the National Family Part-
nership, Parent Teacher Associations, Boys 
and Girls Clubs of America, the Drug En-
forcement Administration, and more than 
100 other organizations throughout the 
United States annually celebrate Red Ribbon 
Week during the period of October 23 
through October 31; 

Whereas the objective of Red Ribbon Week 
is to promote the creation of drug-free com-
munities through drug prevention efforts, 
education, parental involvement, and com-
munity-wide support; 

Whereas drug abuse is one of the major 
challenges that the Nation faces in securing 
a safe and healthy future for families in the 
United States; 

Whereas drug abuse and alcohol abuse con-
tribute to domestic violence and sexual as-
sault and place the lives of children at risk; 

Whereas although public awareness of il-
licit drug use is increasing, emerging drug 
threats and growing epidemics demand at-
tention, including the abuse of 
methamphetamines, inhalants, and prescrip-
tion medications, the second most abused 
drug by young people in the United States; 

Whereas between 1996 and 2006, the per-
centages of admissions to substance abuse 
treatment programs as a result of the abuse 
of methamphetamines, prescription medica-
tions, and marijuana each significantly rose; 

Whereas drug dealers specifically target 
children by marketing illicit drugs that 
mimic the appearance and names of well 
known brand-name candies and foods; and 

Whereas parents, youths, schools, busi-
nesses, law enforcement agencies, religious 
institutions, service organizations, senior 

citizens, medical and military personnel, 
sports teams, and individuals throughout the 
United States will demonstrate their com-
mitment to healthy, productive, and drug- 
free lifestyles by wearing and displaying red 
ribbons during this week-long celebration: 
Now, therefore, be it 

Resolved, That the Senate— 
(1) supports the goals and ideals of Red 

Ribbon Week, 2009; 
(2) encourages children and teens to choose 

to live drug-free lives; and 
(3) encourages the people of the United 

States to promote the creation of drug-free 
communities and to participate in drug pre-
vention activities to show support for 
healthy, productive, and drug-free lifestyles. 

f 

MEASURE READ THE FIRST 
TIME—S. 1776 

Mr. DURBIN. I understand S. 1776, in-
troduced earlier today by Senator 
STABENOW, is at the desk. I ask for its 
first reading. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will read the bill by title for the 
first time. 

The bill clerk read as follows: 
A bill (S. 1776) to amend title XVIII of the 

Social Security Act to provide for the update 
under the Medicare physician fee schedule 
for years beginning with 2010 and to sunset 
the application of the sustainable growth 
rate formula, and for other purposes. 

Mr. DURBIN. I now ask for its second 
reading and object to my own request. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Objec-
tion is heard. The bill will be read for 
the second time on the next legislative 
day. 

Mr. DURBIN. Mr. President, I sug-
gest the absence of a quorum. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will call the roll. 

The legislative clerk proceeded to 
call the roll. 

Mr. DURBIN. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the order for 
the quorum call be rescinded. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

f 

EXECUTIVE SESSION 

EXECUTIVE CALENDAR 

Mr. DURBIN. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the Senate 
proceed to executive session to con-
sider Calendar No. 464, the nomination 
of Daniel Werfel to be Controller of the 
Office of Federal Financial Manage-
ment, Office of Management and Budg-
et; that the nomination be confirmed, 
the motion to reconsider be laid upon 
the table, no further motions be in 
order, and that any statements relat-
ing thereto be printed in the RECORD, 
the President be immediately notified 
of the Senate’s action, and the Senate 
then resume legislative session. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

The nomination considered and con-
firmed is as follows: 

EXECUTIVE OFFICE OF THE PRESIDENT 
Daniel I. Werfel, of Virginia, to be Con-

troller, Office of Federal Financial Manage-
ment, Office of Management and Budget. 
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